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himself in the Tower. Thus he is unquestionably ; link between the old and the new political systems At the very moment when English parties were as suming their modern forms, the statesman whc more than any other of the age was democratic ir his sensitiveness to public opinion, became a victin to the methods of the pre-revolutionary era, set ii motion by party leaders and from party bitterness The circumstances in which Harley's last year! in office were passed were so exceptional and sc dramatic, that the little which remained to him o political life after his release from the Tower in 171; appears tame and commonplace. From the momen when he reached the peerage, his quiet energy hac abated, and a certain dilatoriness of mind and actioi characterised the last period of his administration In retirement this inertia increased, and after 171; Harley seldom took any part in current politics In 1718 he spoke in the debate on the state of th< coinage,1 and a few weeks later opposed the Mutim Bill2 of the Ministry, basing his opposition to it botl on the constitutional ground that courts martia were inconsistent with civil liberty, and on th< practical reason that the number of men asked fo: by the Government was too large from a politica and financial point of view. Walpole was at firs a leading opponent of the measure, and in th(
dissensions of the Whigs one may probably perceive
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